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How safe are you? 

Shannon Degitz 

Staff Writer 



"Please! Noooo! Please Stop! I’ll do any- 
thing, just please stop!" Those were possibly 
Jeanne Ann Clery’s last pleading cries for 
help as she was robbed, beaten, raped, and 
murdered. Clery was a freshman at Lehigh 
University in Bethlehem, Penn. At 6 a.m., a 
student, one she did not even know, broke 
into her dormitory and committed the hor- 
rendous crime. 

Clery’s case may be extreme but it is 
very realistic. Crimes committed on college 
campuses are common. Theft, burglary, and 
assault are the most common crimes com- 
mitted on campuses according to the web- 
site www.alfredpd.org. Avila may have a 
serene setting and peaceful atmosphere, but 
it too is at risk for campus crimes. 

The week of Nov. 5, a suspicious man 
was reported on campus. "A student report- 
ed a suspicious man on campus to a resi- 
dent assistant, the resident assistant then 
reported it to campus security," Wendy 
Briggs, residence director, aaid. 

Within hours the news had spread. "I 
heard the man was escorted off campus by 
security and was possibly linked to a rape 
that had taken place at UMKC the previous 
week," sophomore Mandy Freeman said. 

"I heard that a suspicious looking man 
was watching the dorms and students for a 
while, kind-of checking out the surround- 
ings, before being asked to leave. People 
said that they heard about a rape but 1 did- 
n’t hear that one," sophomore Mary 



Mancuso said. 

Briggs later confirmed that the rape at 
UMKC was not in any way related to the 
suspicious man on campus. "The rape at 
UMKC was a date rape and was in no way 
connected," she said. 

After hearing different stories, students 
were unnerved, and their sense of safety 
threatened. "That rumor made me feel 
nervous. 1 was afraid to go anywhere by 
myself, especially at night since the campus 
isn’t very lit," Freeman said. 

"I don’t really fear for my safety per- 
sonally, because I am a big guy that no one 
would want to mess with just because of my 
appearance. But in general, for females, I’m 
worried because there isn’t adequate lighting 
and you can’t really see around the bushes 
or behind buildings. You don’t know who 
could jump out at you," Lucas Wiester, a 
junior resident, said. 

The rumors were never officially con- 

firmed and students were unKappy that. they:. 

were not notified either way. "I think that 
no matter what the outcome was, whether 
it was true or not, residents, commuters, 
staff, and faculty should have been notified 
about it," Mancuso said. 

Aaron Learning, a commuter, said, "I 
think that it is very important to tell people, 
just so we know what is going on and so we 
can be more alert." 

Briggs said that with the rapid expan- 
sion of the college, there are bound to be 

(Campus safety continued on page 3) 
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ions were raised on safety issues after a suspicious man was seen on campus. 



Students feel the need for speed 
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Shirley Phillips 

Staff Writer 

Over the last three to four weeks, 
Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs Sue 
King has been hearing complaints about the 
speed or lack of it over Avila’s computer net- 
work. 

The ‘pipe’ began maxing out in mid- 
September, according to Charlie Schmidt, 
director of computer services. He is on the 
faculty and staff technology committee and 
was asked to see what he could find out 
about the problem. 

"Two Internet sites seem to be causing 
the problem. They are ‘KaZaA’ and 
‘Kazazz’, which allow music video down- 
loading," Schmidt said. 

"The issue is not that students are 
downloading music videos. The issue is that 
these sites download information that turns 
an individual student’s PC into a server 
when it is left on," King said. 

As Schmidt discovered, the "KaZaA" 
and "Kazazz" problem begins when a stu- 
dent downloads the program to copy the 
music video. "The default program includes 
a question which says, ‘Do you want to set 
up the shared KaZaA driver?’ It is automati- 
cally marked yes," Schmidt said. 

If someone else goes to either of these 
video sites looking for the same music video 



Students wait far the computers to connect. 

a student just downloaded, the servers send 
them to the personal computer that last 
downloaded that particular music video 
when their personal computer is left on. 



A. Sexton 



"Avila spent thousands of dollars 
upgrading our computers and networking 
them across the campus. We want students 
to enjoy the fact that they have all this tech- 



nology at their fingertips. We need the stu- 
dents to help us manage the technology in a 
way that will not deter students from what 
they need to do on their computers," King 
said. 

"The alternatives are few: shutting 
down the individual computers in the 
dorms; buying expensive bandwidth shapers 
and a parallel firewall at the cost of 
$40,000; or educating students how to keep 
their individual PC from becoming a server 
for these sites," King said. 

"Students can prevent their computers 
from being a server by deleting the program 
and reloading it under custom set up. 

When the program asks if you want to set 
up the shared KaZaA or Kazazz folder, 
answer no. Students can also prevent their 
individual personal computer from being a 
server by shutting down their computers 
when they are not using them," Schmidt 
said. 

Schmidt has been assigned to help stu- 
dents configure their computers to ignore 
software that makes them become servers,,* • 
Students can reach Schmidt at 816-501- 
2425 or e-mail him at 
SchmidtC@mailAvila.edu. 
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Academia meets athletics 



Jeremiah Miles 

Opinion Editor 

New to the Avila’s competition scene, 
mock trial is warming up for a strong sea- 
son. The new coach is Stephen Caliendo, 
assistant professor of political science. This 
is his first year teaching at Avila. However, 
his experience includes coaching at Purdue 
University and the University of Missouri - 
St. Louis. Derek Moorhead, attorney-at-law, 
also assists with mock trial. 

The program is once again open to stu- 
dents. Now Avila has a team and a coach 
who are dedicated, enthusiastic, and ready 
to bring Avila success. 

"In previous years, we would have to 
really hunt around to find enough partici- 
pants, and sometimes at the last minute," 
Margaret Henry, team captain, said. "This 
year we have more than enough thrilled, 
hard workers." 

Mock trial teams include six to eight 
members per squad and schools can have up 
to four squads. This allows up to 32 stu- 
dents to enlist in competitions with numer- 
ous more helping out in practice sessions. 
Currently, the numbers are slim but things 
are looking up. 

"Right now, we have eight students 
competing, with another five or so who 
have expressed interest and have attended 
some meetings," Caliendo said. 

This is a very positive sign for the team 
next year. If is currently Rill and since the 
season is coming up soon, training new stu- 
dents is hard. However, prospective mem- 
bers can attend the meetings and support 
the current competitors. This allows for 
insight on how everything works. It also 
prepares them for the strenuous learning 
and practicing that is associated with mock 
trial. 



"We may not have as mariy scheduled 
practices as athletics, but every day we are 
all working on the case. There isn’t a day 
that goes by that I am not working on the 
case for at least a couple hburs,” treasurer 
Jessica Agnelly said. "It is just like playing a 
sport." 



All of the preparation helps students to 
learn about the interaction within a court- 
room. The students take different roles and 
act them out. Positions include the attorneys 
and witnesses of a case, from both the pros- 
ecuting and defensive sides. Juries are 
sometimes present during the competitions, 



but have no official role and the 'judge is a 
real judge or an attorney. 

Like debate, mock trial offers some- 
thing to students of all majors. 

"The benefits are really the learning 
and practicing to think critically and quick- 
ly, speaking well, working with others, and 
learning to trust them. It also helps students 
to see both sides of an issue," Caliendo said. 

While there are countless benefits to 
joining mock trial, as of now there are no 
scholarships involved. 

"I do think they would help to attract 
potential students to Avila as well to our 
school’s political science department," 

Henry said. 

Teamwork is the most important factor 
for success. Everyone counts on one another 
and must work together nonstop, making 
mock trial a true team competition. 

"I was a member of the mock trial 
team two years ago and this year is very dif- 
ferent," Agnelly said. "Mock trial is such a 
team effort and none of us want to let each 
other down. We are practicing much more 
than the last time 1 was on the team. Our 
coaches are great and have taught us a lot 
already, with more to come." 

Competition explodes on Dec. 8, con- 
tinuing through mid-February, and later, 
depending on the success of the team. 

"Avila mock trialers are very intent on 
doing well this season and making a state- 
ment," Caliendo said. 

The team meets on Wednesdays from 8 
to 10 p.m., in O’Reilly 211. for more infor- 
mation, students can contact Caliendo. 



E. Barnes 



Stephen Caliendo, assistant professor of political science, coaches the mock trial team. 



Avila lends a helping hand 

Nicole Kelly 

Staff Writer 



‘Tis the season for lending a helping boxes throughout campus. They sponsored 
hand, donating to those less fortunate, and a toy drive in conjunction with the Week of 

giving back to the community. In keeping Giving. BSU President Crystal Gardner 

with the season, Avila’s Office of Student said, "BSU usually does a service project 

Life organized the Week of Giving, Nov. U- this time of year. We just started a little ear- 

16. j lier this year so that we could be part of the 

Kicking off the week of events on Week of Giving." 

Sunday, Campus Ministry cooked and The toys can be dropped off in any of 

served a pasta dinner to homeless families at the donation boxes on campus. Toys need to 
the Salvation Army Crossroads Shelter in be new and unwrapped. They will be donat- 
Independence, Mo. "This was a lot of fim," ed to St. Vincent’s Family Service Center at 

Director of Campus Ministry Steve Huber 3039 Troost Ave. in Kansas : City, Mo. St. 

sa 'd. Vincent’s is a partner of Avila’s community 

A group of about 10 students made involvement network. The toy drive will run 

mostaccioli pasta with a salad and beans. through Dec. 13, and on Dec. 14 members 

Students baked cookies and took bread- of BSU will distribute the toys to children 

sticks donated by Fazoli’s. "This is pretty at the center. 

typical of Campus Ministry service work," Thursday, Sodexho Food Service spon- 

Huber said. We try to do at least one com- sored Turkey Bowling during the 
munity outreach project a month, some- Thanksgiving luncheon in the dining room 

times more. This is one that a lot of people at Marian Center. Over 30 faculty and staff 

enjoy. aimed a frozen turkey at bowling pins in 

The service mission was also an oppor- hope of getting a strike. Sodexho donated 
tunity to talk to the people at the shelter seven frozen turkeys, one for each strike 

about their lives and to share faith. Senior made, to the Community Assistance 

Tekia Thompson felt that the conversation Council for families in need, 
was the best part. Its hard for me to The Office of Student Life coordinated 

describe the feeling I got from talking to all of the events. Many of these events have 
them. It was an opportunity to witness with been done before, but this is the first time 
people who really need to talk and share that Avila has had an official Week of 
their stories and faith, she said. Giving. Associate Dean for Student Affairs 

For some students it was also a time to Alicia Hoffman said, "Part of Avila’s core 
learn about and reflect on their own lives. values is to serve others and we thought the 

Sophomore Angi Holland said, "It showed week before Thanksgiving would offer a 

me that I should be thankful for what I perfect time for Avila to give thanks by giv- 

have and give more to others when I can." ing back to the community." 

On Monday, Avila’s Black Student Throughout the week, the Office of 

Union (BSU) set up gift-wrapped donation Student Life also sponsored Penny Wars, a 



club competition to raise money for St. Hall Association raised $ 16.57. Beta Beta 

Vincent’s. Jars were set up in the Marian Beta Honor Society received 569 points. 
Center for people to throw in spare change Both organizations came in second with the 

in support of their favorite student organiza- next highest dollar amount and points, 

tions. Positive points were given for each respectively, and won $20. The Grand Prize 
penny that was in a jar and negative points winner was St. Vincent’s. They will receive 

for each cent that was not a penny. $112.25 from the generosity of the penny 

Winners were chosen based on three war participants, 
categories, and were awarded money for an "We were very pleased with the week, 

upcoming event of the club’s choice. First The response well exceeded our expecta- 
prize of $50 went to Psi Chi and tions," Hoffman said. The success of the 

Psychology Club for raising the most week will most likely make it an annual 

money, $34.86 and receiving the most event, 

points with 1,236 points. The Residence 




E. Barnes 



Students get involved by giving gifts to those less fortunate. 
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safe on campus 



Novae aine 

★★★ (out of ★★★★) 

Rated: R 

Starring: Steve Martin, Laura Dern, 
Helena Bonham Carter 
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Betsy Rechtien 

Staff Writer 



Singers bring 
holiday cheer 

Liz Horsley 

Arts & Entertainment Editor 



Sounds of holiday cheer will fill the 
Avila campus as the cold weather sets in. 
The Avila Singers will perform The Messiah 
for their holiday concert. Following the con- 
cert is the traditional event of Cocoa and 
Carols. 

The singers practiced four days a week 
for the concert, and also had extra practices 
in the evening. "Performing The Messiah is 
a challenge for the students. It has pushed 
them to new levels musically," Music 
Department Head Amity Bryson said. 

"It’s a wonderful Christmastime event. 
It focuses on the holiday and with the tradi- 
tions at Avila, I feel it’s appropriate to focus 
on the birth of Christ," Bryson said about 
the piece she chose for this year’s perform- 



ance. "Handel’s Messiah is a sacred operatic 
work. It tells the story of the life of Christ 
without any set or costumes." 

The Student Life Committee will light 
the campus Christmas tree in between 
Blasco Hall and the Marian Center. 
Caroling follows the tree lighting. Cookies 
and hot cocoa are provided to all who 
attend. "This has been a tradition at Avila 
for decades," Bryson said. "It is a way to 
bring together alumni and current stu- 
dents." 

The Messiah is at Goppert Theater on 
Sunday, Dec. 9. and starts at 4 p.m. The 
tree lighting ceremony will follow the per- 
formance. 



Novacaine 

Jeremy Lillig 

Staff Writer 

Novacaine: The shot that winds up 
numbing half of your face, causes you to 
talk funny, and makes drinks dribble out of 
your mouth. Fortunately, watching this 
movie did not have the same effect. 

The storyline is complex yet intriguing. 
It involves a successful private dentist 
(Martin) and his attractive dental hygien- 
ist/ fiancee (Dern). 

Novacaine opens with the dental 
appointment of a seductress who also hap- 
pens to be a drug addict (Carter). The plot 
expands into a crime thriller with subtle 
techniques that leave the audience eager to 
see the next scene. 

This movie has a very tight plot. It 
flows evenly and the pace is exceptionally 
well developed. Martin shines in this role 
with a strong foundation in seriousness, but 



has a dark comedic quality to it as well. 
Dern and Carter balance each other well as 
the opposites that attract Martin into differ- 
ent directions. Kevin Bacon makes a hilari- 
ous cameo that adds just the right amount 
of comedy to the script. 

Novacaine may not exhibit Martin as 
the singing violent dentist from Little Shop 
of Horrors, but it is just as entertaining. We 
all need more movies like this one. This is a 
film that is made for the cinematography 
and has the right amount of substance to 
purge the public from shamefully commer- 
cial pools of drivel. 

Go see Novocaine and get a shot of 
relief from this wonderfully made piece of 
art. 



Christmas 



movies 



The scents of pine, gingerbread, and 
hot cocoa linger in the air after trimming 
the tree and hanging the lights. It is now 
time to sit back, relax, and enjoy a favorite 
Christmas movie. There are many different 
Christmas movies to choose from and 
everyone has their favorite. 

Sophomore Angi Holland loves to 
watch the movie A Christmas Carol "1 like 
that movie because it has a great moral 
story to it, and it ends happy, and I like 
happy endings," she said. 

Mary Ingalls prefers to watch A 
Christmas Story. "The scene when the boy 
goes to visit Santa is just so funny," Ingalls 
said. Many scenes from the movie get her 
into the holiday spirit. 

Many families have a tradition of 
watching a movie together every year. 
Sophomore Catherine Bohnert and her fam- 
ily watch the movie is It’s a Wonderful Life. 
"When George Bailey gets the opportunity 



to see life, without him in it," Bohnert said 
is her favorite part. 

Sophomore Michael Skialso has the 
same experience with watching Christmas 
movies. His favorite movie of the season is 
Chevy Chase’s Christmas Vacation. "My 
family always watches it at Christmas. It 
brings us all together," Ski said. 

A Christmas movie can also provide 
comfort and memories of childhood times. 
This is the case for Jennifer Smith. She likes 
to watch Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, "I 
used to watch it when I was a kid, and it 
reminds me of Christmases when I was lit- 
tle." 

No matter what the movie, the spirit of 
Christmas will be captured and continue to 
bring people memories of the holiday sea- 
son. 



Campus safety 



(continued from page 1) 

growing pains. "Campus Security needs to 
be updated and improved. A committee is 
working on that, ideas such as campus secu- 
rity patrolling 24/7, safety phones to use in 
emergencies around campus, and more 
lighting are being discussed," she said. 

"So far I have not experienced safety 
being a big issue at Avila, but it is very 
important to make sure that residents are 
made aware of the littlest things to the 
biggest things," Wiester said. 

Overall, Avila is a safe campus when 
compared to Rockhurst University. Within 
the last three years, Avila has reported six 
motor vehicle thefts and three burglaries, 
according to www.ope.gov.edu. Rockhurst 
has reported six forcible sex offenses, 20 
non-forcible sex offenses (which include 
incest and statutory rape), six robberies, 23 
aggravated assaults, 70 burglaries, four 
motor vehicle thefts, and eight arsons. 

Avila will do its part in providing a safe 
environment, but it is also up to the stu- 
dents to take precautions. "Students should 
have personal belongings such as computers 
engraved with a serial number to prevent 
them from being stolen and they should 
also be aware of their surroundings," 

Briggs said. 



T. Always travel in groups. 

2. Never walk alone at night. 

3. Park in well-lit areas. 

4. Be aware of your surroundings. 

5. Do not be in isolated areas or out 
of the earshot of others. 

6. Make sure people know where 

* you are. ‘ 

. - 

7. Keep rooms locked at ail times. 

8. If possible, carry a cell phone 
at all times. 

9. Have keys out and available. 

10. Report suspicious behavior. 

For more information on how to be safe 
on college campuses, visit: 
vvyyw.alfredpd.org, or 
www.mc.pechnet.edu. 
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SENIOR SPOTLIGHT 



Late Night 

Finals Mass and Breakfast 



Mass - Sunday, Dec. 9 at 9 p.m. in Foyle Chapel 
Sponsored by Campus Ministry 

Breakfast - Sunday, Dec,.9.atd0 p.m. in Marian Center 

Sponsored by Student Life and Sodexho Food Services 



II interested in volunteering for this event contact 
Alicia Hofmann at 816-501-3628. 
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Lady Eagles start season undefeated 



JoAnna Rogers 

Staff Writer 



Focus. Pride. Defense. Share the 
Commitment. Lady Eagles. If you have ever 
been to one of Avila’s women’s basketball 
practices, you may have noticed those words 
on the practice uniforms. Several of the 
players said the team tries to live by these 
words. 

If they had not done that, the season 
may not have started off as well as it did. 
The team is 7-2, and as shooting guard 
Elizabeth Tipton said, they want to win 
many more. 

There have been a few thorns in the 
Eagles side. Although the women have faced 
adversity, they have been practicing hard 
and doing what they need to do to over- 
come those difficulties. Losing key players 
to injuries and not having anywhere to 
practice are just a few of the problems the 
Lady Eagles have had to face at the start of 
this season. 

Many of the women voiced the annoy- 
ance in not having access to their home 
gymnasium. "It’s very inconvenient having 
to go one place to practice and somewhere 
else the next practice and then somewhere 



else for the games. It really puts a damper 
on things," point guard Brianna Felix said. 

Last season the Lady Eagles won only 
one game in conference. This year one of 
the team’s main goals is to win more confer- 
ence matches and advance to tournament 
play. 

Guard Adrianne Cook thinks that the 
freshmen and transfers are really great and 
are going to contribute a lot to the team 
this year. 

"I’m excited. I think we’re going to do 
really great this year. The team is more 
competitive and it shows," Cook said. 

The team rode a seven game win streak 
before falling to Baker in double overtime. 

"This year we have so much talent, our 
guards are quick and can handle the ball, 
and our posts can run the floor," center 
Heather Goddard said. "The team has a lot 
of potential this year and I think that if we 
try as hard as we can we can make it pretty 
far, as long as we take it day by day, and try 
not to get ahead of ourselves." 



C. Schuler 



Carrie Hoffman goes up for a shot. 



No sibling rivalry on the court 

Ryan Jackson 

Sports Editor 



Mark and Marlon Whitfield have been 
playing basketball together for eight years 
since their sophomore year at South County 
Technical High School. 

For many siblings, playing on the same 
team as their brother or sister could make 
them more competitive with each other. 
That is not the case for the Whitfield twins. 
"We get along well. If one of us is hot then 
we try to feed each other the ball," Mark 
said. 

"If we do have an argument while we 
are playing, then it is left on the court. We 
don’t let it go beyond that," Marlon said. 

They said being on the same team for 
eight years has improved their game. "I can 
basically read what Mark plans to do, 
because we have been playing together for 
so long," Marlon said. 

"It’s been fun playing with my brother 
because we know each other and what each 
of us tries to do on the court," Mark said. 



Playing basketball has taught Marlon, 
who has spent three years as Avila’s team 
captain, about discipline and about leader- 
ship. Mark has learned that, "...if you want 
something really bad, you have to practice 
and play hard to get to where you want to 



Mark’s most memorable college game 
was last year when the team played Baker at 
home and he scored 30 points. Marlon’s 
was a scrimmage against Allen County 
College when he got an alley-oop dunk 
from Anthony Harris. 

Mark is going to graduate with a com- 
puter information system degree and plans 
on moving back to St. Louis and finding a 
job. Marlon is going to graduate with a 
degree in marketing and also plans to move 
back to St. Louis to start his career. Before 
they start job-hunting, they plan on looking 
into playing basketball overseas. 



ft. Guber 

Marlon Whilfield challenges the defense. 



K. Guber 



Mark Whitfield comes oj 



Need to make some cash this 
semester break? 

Come and help our UPS drivers in 
Kansas City deliver this 
holiday season! 

Seasonal Driver Helper Positions 



Walk-in Interviews will be held on 
Wednesday, November 21 from 9 a.m, to 4 p.m. 

at the following UPS locations: 

223 N. James Street 1 4650 Santa Fe Trail Drive 
Kansas City, KS Lenexa, ICS 

Call (913)541-4108 for more information. 

EOE/M/F 
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Marty Mothersbaugh slides past the defender. 



K. Guber 



Shawn Phillips gets the easy lay-up. 



Alan Lane defending the basket. 



K. Guber 

Rohy Anderson fights for the ball 



K. Guber 



Eagles shoot for better record 



Karen Guber and Eric Findlay 

Editor-In-Chief and News Editor 



Coach Eric Schroer said. 

The Eagles, currently on a four game 
win streak, have beaten Baptist Bible, 
Haskell, William Penn and Baker. "We 
knew we could do it," Mothersbaugh said. 
"We have confidence and we’re winning 
close ball games." 

Guard Marlon Whitfield led all scorers 
against Haskell with 27 points. Whitfield 
and Roby Anderson tied with 22 against 
Baptist Bible. 

"We’re improving. [We’re] definitely a 
better team than last year," Schroer said. 
"The kids are starting to learn what it takes 
to work and finish the game hard.” 



The men’s basketball team is 6-2 on 
the season -and off to a strong start. After 
finishing last season 5-27, the team has high 
hopes. "When you’ve lost that many in a 
row you wonder if you’ll be able to turn it 
around," snooting guard Marty 
Mothersbaugh said. "We’re not comparing 
ourselves to last year. Were just doing what 
we can do and we’re happy where we’re at 
right now." 

The two, Eagle losses, one against Peru 
State (78-69) and the other to 2000-01 
national tournament contender St: Mary 
(81-77), were by less than 10 points each. 

"We played [St. Mary] pretty well and 
had our opportunities, but jusc missed some 
key shots down the stretch," Assistant 



Nick Uphoff looks to dish the ball away. 
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Christmas without loved ones 



Sara Maley 

Features Editor 

"It’s the most wonderful time of the 
year," or so the song goes. However, for jun- 
ior Molly Kennedy Christmas is not the 
most wonderful time of the year. It is the 
most unbearable. Kennedy’s father died in 
May 1998 of pancreatic cancer, and ever 
since the holidays have been a painful 
reminder of his death. 

"He started getting very sick and jaun- 
diced. The doctors told him that he was 
having an allergic reaction to the drug 
Augmenton. He was losing a lot of weight 
and had no energy at all. Three months 
later, they found a tumor blocking his bile 
duct. Since he had been misdiagnosed for 
so long, it was too late," Kennedy said. 

According to Kennedy, the first 
Thanksgiving and Christmas without her 
father were the worst. "The first year was 
really hard because I spent so much time 
thinking about how it used to be. It’s hard 
to enjoy the holidays when you are crying 
all the time," she said. "There are all these 
special days so close together. Thanksgiving 
comes first, and then my sister’s birthday is 
a few days later. My birthday is two weeks 
after hers, and then comes Christmas." 

Kennedy finds that there are often high 
levels of stress throughout her family during 
the holidays. "Something that big shakes up 
the whole family dynamic so much. There 
is a lot of tension between family members. 
You get so wrapped up in your own grief 
that you forget that others are grieving too," 



she said. 

Shopping for gifts is difficult for 
Kennedy. She once bought for three people, 
but now only buys for two. "I hate shop- 
ping for presents. My friends who don’t 
know about my dad’s death always ask, ‘So 
what are you getting your dad for 
Christmas?’ I don’t have the heart to tell 
them, so I just say I don’t know," Kennedy 
said. "I see these gifts in the store and I 
think, ‘my dad would love that.’ It makes 
me sad when I walk by and it remains on 
the shelf." 

Her father’s death has also caused a 
strain on her relationship with his side of 
the family. "We don’t tend to hear about 
family gatherings on my dad’s side until the 
last minute. It is not because they forget 
about us, but because it is really hard for 
them," she said. "It just seems so empty 
without him." 

Though the death of her father is not 
something she has forgotten, it seems to be 
getting easier every year. 

"I learned to value my family so much 
more. I’m still grieving and I still cry a lot, 
but it is getting easier. I am beginning to 
realize that even though my dad is gone, I 
still have my mom and sister," Kennedy 
said. "That’s my family now, and I’m 
thankful for that." 



E. Barnes 

The holiday season can be a difficult time for those who have lost family members. 



The truth about Santa Claus 

Jennifer Coates 

Staff Writer 



Once upon a time, everyone believed. 
Then comes the day reality strikes and 
crushes innocence everywhere. The day a 
person learns the truth about Santa Claus. 

All across the world, children scurry to 
leave out snacks, and hurry off to bed in 
hopes that Santa Claus will slide down the 
chimney and bring presents. Then reality 
hits. The bratty neighborhood kid, older sis- 
ter, or babysitter makes you question your 
belief in the jolly fellow you have come to 
love. We should have all known better. If 
Santa were true, how on earth does he get 
around the world in one night? 

Logistically Santa presents a true 
impossibility. Assuming that children of the 
world sleep for seven hours, that leaves St. 
Nick 31 hours to start and finish all of his 
stops. He would have to visit 1,398 homes 
per second, leaving him 715 microseconds 
to stop the sleigh, land on the roof, walk to 
the chimney, slide down the chimney, dis- 
tribute the presents and return to his sleigh. 
The average speed of Santa’s sleigh would 
have to be approximately 3.6 million miles 
an hour. Logistics aside, we all believed in 
Santa until... 

"One year I found presents in a suit- 
case," freshman Vince Anello said. "When I 
asked my parents about them, they just said 
I was a big boy and that I would under- 
stand." 

Many parents try to keep Santa a secret 
for as long as possible. "I was a late bloomer, 
because I didn’t believe other kids at school 
that there was no Santa Claus because my 
family was very good at playing the role," 
Associate Dean for Student Affairs Alicia 
Hoffman said. "I was in fifth grade sleeping 
at the top of the stairs waiting for Santa to 
make his delivery, when our dog woke us 
up while, myp a rents were carrying gifts 
down tp the; iree<" '• ... 



For others, good ol’ brothers 
or sisters played a key part in 
blowing Santa Claus’ cover. 

"When I was about 6 or 7 
years old, my brother who was 
about 8 or 9 told me that Santa 
Claus was not real," Becky 
Nichols, evening library staff 
supervisor said. "I didn’t believe 
him at first, until we stayed up 
and caught Mom and Dad putting 
presents under the tree." 

For many, Santa is more than 
a guy in a red suit with a long 
white beard. Despite the surprise 
attacks on mom and dad on 
Christmas Eve, or finding pres- 
ents, for some it is the spirit of the 
holidays that keeps the spirit of 
Santa alive. 

"I still believe in the spirit of 
what Santa Claus represents, that 
special spirit of giving that comes 
in so many shapes and sizes dur- 
ing the holiday season," Hoffman 
said. 

"For me, Santa Claus repre- 
sents joy and happiness of my 
family and friends," Professor of 
Sociology David Wissmann said. 
"The real joy of Santa Claus has 
always been there and will never 
go away. It is the joy and happi- 
ness that I have always felt about 
that magical time when people say 
‘Merry Christmas.’" 




For some, the spirit of Santa Claus keeps the spirit of giving alive. 
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Christmas traditions 



Becca Schunck 

Staff Writer 

•is.. 

When Christmastime rolls around, 
people puli' out the mistletoe, put up 
Cjiristmas.-tfees,. and hang the stockings on 
die mantle/ ihfse Christmastime traditions 
have been passed down for generations, but 
often people 'do- not know the stories behind 
them. These.are the. traditions behind the 
star we ptifon top of the Christmas tree, 
mistletoe, and Christmas stockings. 

The star or angel that people often put 
on top of the tree is supposed to represent 
the star that guided the three wise men to 
Jesus. On the- night that Jesus was born, his. 
parents, Joseph and Mary, had just complet- 
ed a long journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem;- 

When they arrived at an inn to stay the 
night they -were told that there was no room 
for them, but that they could stay in the 
stable. That night Mary gave birth. She put 
her son in a wooden feed box with dried 
grass for bedding. 

Soon after the birth of Jesus, the Three 
Wise Men were traveling to Jerusalem when 
they saw a very bright star in the sky. They 
took this star as a sign and followed it to 
the place where Jesus was born. They 
brought with them three gifts to give to 
Jesus, gold, frajikincense and myrrh. The 
star that led these men to Jesus is the reason 
that the star is placed on top of the 
Christmas tree, ■ 

The Christmas tree itself, however, has 
a different origin. The tradition of the 
Christmas tree is one passed down from 
ancient pagan religions. The tree was 
thought to represent eternal life because it 
remained green when all the other trees and 



plants lost their leaves and turned brown. 

To celebrate eternal life, people decorated 
the trees with colored paper and flowers. It 
is important to note that Christmas falls 
just days after the winter solstice, or the 
shortest day of the year. Followers of ancient 
pagan religions use this day to celebrate 
nature and the promise of spring. 

Mistletoe is another pagan tradition. 
Mistletoe was brought inside and hung 
throughout peoples homes because of its 
green color and representation of nature. It 
is hung in high places for -two reasons. First, 
it is considered bad luck if it touches the 
ground, and second so that people may kiss 
beneath its greenery. 

The reason people kiss under the 
mistletoe is based on a Roman myth about 
Venus and her son Apollo. Venus protected 
her son from all evil on Earth except mistle- 
toe. A sharpened sprig of mistletoe pierced 
Apollo’s heart and he died. Later, he was 
brought back to life and was so overjoyed 
that he kissed anyone who walked beneath 
the mistletoe. 

The story behind Christmas stockings 
is based on three poor women who had no 
money to pay for their weddings. One 
night, after hanging their stockings by the 
fire to dry they went to bed. When the 
women woke up in the morning they each 
discovered a gold coin in their stocking. It 
was believed that St. Nicholas came down 
through the chimney and put the gold coins 
there so that the women could afford to get 
married. 
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The star, like many other Christmans traditions, has been passed down 
through generations. 



Avila students prepare for winter 



Candice Cole 

Staff Writer 

Mother Nature is lurking in the shad- 
ows, watching and waiting for the perfect 
moment to hit the Midwest with everything 
she has got. 

Freezing temperatures, hailstorms, ice, 
and snow are the harsh winter climates stu- 
dents have to look forward to this winter. 

Some Avila students said that they can- 
not wait for the winter weather to arrive in 
full, and then there are those students that 
feel the same way Massimo Scaccia feels 
about winter. 



Scaccia is a native of Port St. Lucie, 

Fla., and is not excited about the winter cli- 
mates of the Midwest. 

"I am not looking forward to the snow 
and cold temperatures," Scaccia said. "I get 
pretty sick when it gets cold." 

Uniike freshman Will Smith, Scaccia 
has lived in New York since the age of eight 
and is prepared. He has some idea of what 
to expect this winter when Mother Nature 
gets started. Smith, a native of Mount Dora, 
Fla. has no idea what to expect. 



Nonetheless, Smith is anxiously antici- 
pating the sight of snow for the first time, 
and is trying his best to be prepared when it 
hits. 

"When I first got to Avila all I had 
were shorts and T-shirts. I had to go out 
and buy all new winter tlothes," Smith said. 

Winter weather of the Midwest affects 
everyone, especially those students that 
commute. 

Kim Bell, sophomore, hates being a 
commuter in the winter. "It’s not that I 



don’t like snow, I just don’t like driving in 
it," Bell said. 

This is Bell’s second year as a com- 
muter, and she has learned how to prepare 
for what can turn out to be a long, frustrat- 
ing drive. "I’ve stocked my car with ice 
scrapers and rock salt, just in case I get 
stuck." 

Bell has learned to throw a little salt 
under her wheels if she gets stuck, And this 
way she can keep on moving. 



2002 resolutions 



Jennifer Coates 

Staff Writer 

Babylonians say that what a person 
does on the first day of the New Year will 
have an effect throughout the entire year. 
The New Year is a rime to reflect, start over, 
make changes to life in general, and to 
make a resolution. For most, the trick is to 
keep those good intended resolutions. 

"I make .New Year’s resolutions, and 
occasionally l.- keep them," Becky Nichols, 
evening libraiy staff supervisor, said. "I use 
resolutions more as goal setting, and kind of 
a year in review." 

Reflecting on years past can help to 
put things in perspective. 

"I don’t make New Year’s resolutions 
anymore because they never suck," sopho- 
more Christin Hiskey said. "I have tried to 
quit smoking, and save money. So far it has- 
n’t worked." 



According to how-to-keep-your-new- 
years-resolution.com, the key to success is 
simple. The following tips can help. 

1. Don’t try everything at once. You will 
have better luck fulfilling one or two goals 
rather than several goals all at one time. 

2. Word it carefully. Don’t make your 
resolution something to force yourself to do, 
make it something you want to do. This 
also helps make it sound like more of a 
plan. 

3. Make a plan. Just brainstorm enough 
so that you know where to start. 

4. Write it down. Write down your reso- 
lution and the plan of action. Put it wherev- 
er you will see it. 



UOKjH Radiographer Opportunities 



Exceed your expectations with Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota. Come join our exciting, progressive and 
professional team in a patient focused environment. 

Due to our continual growth, we are currently seeking: 

• Diagnostic -job posting tOl-OOOS.AVC 

• CT -job posting #(! 1-0944.AVC 

• MRI -job posting #01-0943.AVC 

Full-time, part-time, on-cal! or temporary opportunities are 
available. Starting salary of $17.10/hour. Qualified candidates 
must be graduates of an accredited program and be certified 
in Diagnostic, CT or MRI. For more information about each 
of these opportunities, please visit our website at 

As a leader in healthcare, Mayo Clinic offers an excellent salary 
and benefits package along with relocation assistance. Please 
submit your resume referencing the specific job posting to: 

Mayo Clinic Sharon Copeman, Human Resources OE-1 
200 1st Street SW | Rochester, MN 55905 



C200I, Mayo Clinic 



tax 507-284-1445 l u ll careers@mayo.edu 
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The gossip club 

Kara Anderson 

Staff Writer 

Hey did you hear what happened at the party 
last weekend? Did you know about that guy and 
that girl? This seems to be the only club that most 
Avila students are active members of ..the gossip ; 

club ■ 

Why is it everything that happens on this cam- 
pus seems to travel faster than the smell of tar com- 
ing from the chapels roof? How ridiculous is it that 
a person cannot innocently walk across campus with 
someone without everyone immediately believing 
that there is something between them? 

It never ceases to amaze me that the common 
sense level of highly 'educated collegiate people couid 
be so low. 

There are so man)' oilier things to worry about, ; 

such as homework, projects, dubs, athletics and one’s - 
own personal agenda. 1 honestly want to know how i 
so many of disc gossip members liave die rime or the j 
energy ro keep up with everyone on campus’ love life? j 

Those of you dint do have the occasional 
armors floating around should fed very lucky. This j ■■■ .. 

gossip club has taken die time to sit down and actu- 
ally think about every aspect of your life and who : 

you are "dating." Just imagine how important you 
must be to have these people talking about you : 

around campus? Too bad it’s not all that exciting, j 

because more than half of the rumors are completely y ; 
false. 

I believe that it is time to take control. Wtlk .. 

across campus with as many different people as : r: , - . 

physictlly possible. Challenge this gossip dub to : .d . 

their rumors. -y 

Stand up for yourself Avila! And to the gossip 
members listening, Marcel Marceau once said, "It’s 



E. Barnes 



good to shut up sometimes." 



“ Can you believe they did that in an hour and with a tire rod?" 




Enrollment issues 



Jennifer Coates 

Staff Writer 



Monday, Nov. 12, 1 woke up in a sweat. 
I was nervous, rushed, and running late. I 
was determined to be the first in line to 
register for classes. I jumped in my car and 
raced to school, and arrived seven minutes 
after 8 a.m. I walked in the hallway of 
Blasco only to find no one around. 

Shocked, I walked in to the Registrars 
office to find a legal pad waiting for me. I 
was instructed to sign it and come back 
after 10 a.m. to enroll. I was crushed. 

For the first time ever, I had arranged 
to go into work late so I could enroll, not 
get a number. Like many commuter stu- 
dents, for the last year and a half I have 
managed to enroll in whatever scraps of 
classes were left after the general population 
enrolled. I never got in any of the classes or 
times that I wanted. I was determined to 
change all of that as a mighty senior, but 
no, I was to wait for a number. 

I explained that I was not on campus 
at yy other time during that ill-fated 
Monday, and that I was not able to come 
back as I had to go to work. I was met with 
resistance, and sadly left the office with no 
class schedule in hand. 

Tuesday, Nov. 13, 1 decided would be 
different. I again scheduled to go in to work 
late so that I could enroll. I arrived at 
school at 8 a.m. on the dot, and found that 
the legal pad 1 had been so anxious to see 
was already tainted with about 50 other 
names. Shocked, 1 looked toward the lady 
behind the desk. She said they were wait- 
ing for her when she got in the building. 
Jeez. 

I arrived back on campus at 10 a.m. to 
find Blasco Hall littered with bodies. There 
was a small person guarding the door to the 
Registrars office like Fort Knox. 
Occasionally she would shout names, and 
let the lucky ones through. I sat in the 
sweaty hallway for what seemed an eternity. 



Finally, I was let in the office. Horrified, I 
began to think of all the classes I had been 
closed out of, and how many more semes- 
ters I would have to camp outside of Blasco. 
I was completely surprised and actually 
screamed when the woman behind the 
counter said I could pick up my schedule at 
the end of the hallway. I got into all of my 
classes. I was elated, but only temporarily. 

Since that fateful day, I have gotten my 
paycheck and learned that missing a few 
hours does hurt the ol’ pocketbook. I have 
to put gas in my car, pay rent, and feed my 
dog. Sad song, I know, but true. I under- 
stand that Avila has the Advantage program 
for working adults. But, they do not offer 
the degree I am seeking, so I am doing it 
the untraditional hard way. I know that life 
isn’t easy, but shouldn’t registering for class- 
es be? 

I understand that each student meets 
with advisers prior to registering for classes. 
Rather than waiting in line, and getting a 
number, going back to campus or missing 
classes, why not develop a system of 
enrolling when you are advised? Advise the 
seniors first, and give each class a window 
in which to register for classes. Provide stu- 
dents with an electronic enrollment situa- 
tion; that way as you select classes and 
review your schedule with your adviser, you 
enroll with them online at the same time. 
Any drop/add issues could be addressed in 
the Registrar’s office. 

We are in the 21st century. To me it 
makes sense, as I have heard of similar 
enrollment/registration done that way at 
other colleges and universities. I feel that it 
would be more accommodating for all stu- 
dents, not just commuters. I know I would 
appreciate modification of the process we 
have now, and I know my pocketbook 
wo.uld too. 
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